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ABSTRACT

The communicative skills that should be developed by every individual throughout their life allow

them not only to understand and analyze the world, but also to construct new meanings. Text

constru ction offers students the opportunity to interact and develop this skill. Therefore, the
objective of this article is to share a system of activities to contribute to the development of written

media text construction, based on the Environmental Education program for pre - university students.
The theoretical methods used were the historical -logical and the analytical  -synthetic; the empirical
methods were documentary analysis and observation. As a result, a system of activities was

proposed, emphasizing its s tructure, for the development of written media text construction, based
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on the Environmental Education program. It was concluded that the result contributed to achieving

the proposed objective.

Keywords:  text construction; environmental education; written media text.

RESUMEN

Las habilidades comunicativas que deben desarrollarse en cualquier individuo a lo largo de su vida
permiten que no solo comprenda y analice el mundo, sino que construya nuevos significados. La
construccion de texto ofrece la posibilida d de que los estudiantes interactlen y desarrollen dicha
habilidad. Por lo que el objetivo del articulo es socializar un sistema de actividades para contribuir al
desarrollo de la construccion de textos mediaticos escritos, a partir del programa de Educaci
Ambiental en los estudiantes del preuniversitario. Se utilizaron como métodos tedricos: el histérico

I6gico, el analitico - sintético; de los métodos empiricos: el analisis documental y la observacion. Como

resultado, se propuso un sistema de actividades, enfatizando en su estructura, para el desarrollo de

la construccién de textos mediaticos escritos, a partir del programa de Educacion Ambiental. Se

concluy6 que el resultado contribuyé al logro del objetivo propuesto.

Palabras clave: construcciéon de text os; educacién am biental; texto mediatico escrito.

RESUMO

As habilidades comunicativas que devem ser desenvolvidas por qualquer individuo ao longo da vida
permitem ndo apenas compreender e analisar o mundo, mas também construir novos significados.

A construcéo de textos ofere  ce aos alunos a oportunidade de interagir e desenvolver essa habilidade.
Portanto, o objetivo deste artigo € compartilhar um sistema de atividades para contribuir com o
desenvolvimento da construgdo de textos midiaticos escritos, com base no programa de Ed
Ambiental para alunos do ensino fundamental e médio. Os métodos tedricos utilizados foram o

historico -l6gico e o analitico -sintético; os métodos empiricos foram a analise documental e a

ucacgéo

observacdo. Como resultado, foi proposto um sistema de atividad es, enfatizando sua estrutura, para

o desenvolvimento da construcdo de textos midiaticos escritos, com base no programa de Educacgéo

Ambiental. Concluiu -se que o resultado contribuiu para o alcance do objetivo proposto.
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Palavras -chave: construcdo de texto; educacdo ambiental; texto midiatico escrito.

INTRODUCTION

New Information and Communication Technologies have facilitated a renewal in the mastery of skills

related to reading and wr i tetechgologies,ctoderdscanactivel§i piticipate t h e s

as readers, writers, or supervisors, developing a person
(Garcia, 2024, p. 159). Given a new generation enriched by mass media, as Boillos (2021) states, it

is ne cessary for those involved in the communication process to possess the skills required for

understanding and constructing meaning (p. 25).

Skill in written communication in digital format requires mastery of the ability to produce texts that

employ differe nt codes depending on the context, paving the way for hypertextuality, since the rapid

use of media texts provides constant interaction. The objective of the Literature and Language course

in pre -university education is to ensure that students become effec tive communicators, capable of
conveying their most imaginative reflections through language and, more importantly, developing

flexible and independent thinking that encourages the pursuit of knowledge and decision -making in

the face of diverse problems.

To achieve the objective of language teaching, Roméu (2014) states that it is not enough to simply
develop the skills to understand and analyze texts. It is also essential to place students in situations

where they construct their own texts; in short, to cr eate meaning according to their communicative
needs with a specific intention and purpose. This also implies knowledge of different codes, since
communicative situations will not be the same in every case, and lexical and grammatical resources

must be used in accordance with the established norms of each code.

The author defined the concept of text as:

(é€) a coherent communicative wutterance, carrying mee
function [ é] in a specific ¢ ongpecikiccpommiuricatie inteationpr oduc e d
and purpose; that makes it possible to accomplish certain communicative tasks, for which
the sender uses different procedures and chooses the most appropriate linguistic means

(Roméu, 2014, p. 34)
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Accordingto EmeryandRo t her (2000), writing is fAa complex cognit.i

construct texts for others, using means and codes of communication, in accordance with the forms
and conventions characteristic of discourse in specific contexts; for this purpose, media texts take

on great significanceodo (p. 61).

It is important to highlight the importance of communicators in society, given that "the construction
of creative texts is an interactive transactional process, where meaning is the result of a complex

dynam ic of interactions" (Rosabal, 2022, p. 169).

However, as a result of an exploratory study in pedagogical practice, the difficulties that students
present in the development of the text construction skill were found, which are related to: achieving
adjustme nt to the topic, presenting quality and sufficiency of ideas, making use of adequate
coherence and cohesion, and being able to identify and correct errors in writing; it was observed

that the texts with which they interact most in class are literary ones.

According to Villarroel Silva et al. (2022), the media should strive to communicate objectively;

however, depending on their ideology, they may specialize in: informing, educating, transmitting,

entertaining, shaping opinion, teaching, controlling, and so on. fAlnevitably, these

that appear in digital media influence their users, whether consciously or unconsciously, whether by

informing or misinformingo (p. 73) .

t ext

The study of media texts grouped into nfdnetpetc,thagpareo gr ams,

transmitted through television, cinema, video, radio, photography, advertising, newspapers,

magazineso (Orduz, 2017, p. 1) is chosen, since these

and mobile devices, where students are in co nstant interaction and allow the development of

reflection and self - criticism in the face of the reality being studied.

Problems related to human beings and how they live and develop in their environment take on special
significance. Today it's had inherit ed a damaged environment; climate change affects more and
more people every day in different parts of the world, and its consequences have made it a threat

to survival.

Given global concern, the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals for the cou ntries of
Latin America and the Caribbean propose as a target for goal 13, referring to the adoption of urgent

measures to combat <climate change and its effects:
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institutional capacity regarding climate change mi tigation, adaptation to it, reduction of its effects

and early warningo (Caribbean, 2016, p . 27) . According
(2021), Ait is important to achieve an awareness of prev

in the popu lation, whether in the countries vulnerable to this problem as well as in the least affected;

that is why strategies and objectives are drawn up at th

This study assumes that Environmental Education should be a continuous process both in and out of
school, with an interdisciplinary approach, emphasizing active participation, prevention and solution

of environmental problems ( Calderdn Torres & Caicedo Rincon  , 2019, p. 31).

There is an urgent need to take responsibility for preserving all the resources that nature provides

us today and that it's passed on to future generations. However, it can be observe d different
approaches among population groups, communities, organization s, and companies that still lack
awareness of the importance of caring for and preserving the environment. Therefore, it is essential

to use media to raise awareness about the importance of making informed decisions at the personal,

governmental, and globa | levels regarding climate change, which affects us all.

In response to this situation, the authors set as their objective to socialize a system of activities to
contribute to the development of the construction of written media texts, based on the Environ mental

Education program.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The dialectical -materialist approach was assumed As a general method, it studies the most general
laws of the development of nature, society, and thought itself, and views objects, phenomena, and

things as co nstantly changing, transforming, and moving. Therefore, it offers the possibility of
transforming the current state of a problem and bringing it to a desired state. Theoretical methods

such as the historical -logical method were used to analyze the process of constructing written media
texts, as well as their treatment in the subject of Literature and Language, and in the process of
Environmental Education. The analytical -synthetic method allowed for the decomposition of the
phenomenon under study and the de termination of trends for incorporating procedures into the
process and modeling. This enabled the design of a system of activities that would contribute to the

development of the construction of written media texts.
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The following empirical methods were us ed: content analysis, in the study of normative documents,

The study analyzed the programs, methodological guidelines, and textbooks to verify the regulations

and guidelines established by the governing documents for working with text construction within t he
subject and Environmental Education. The selected students' notebooks were reviewed to assess

their progress in text construction skills. Observation was also conducted to determine how the

subject teacher contributes to the development of written text construction, whether they utilize
different stylistic text types, and how they implement the Environmental Education curriculum, as

well as how they adhere to the guidelines, methodological guidelines, and textbooks for the subject.

A survey and a pedagog ical test were also administered to the students in the sample to verify their

progress in text construction skills.

For the development of this research, 30 students were selected from a population of 309,
representing the tenth  -grade enroliment at the Federico Engels Pre -University Vocational Institute
of Exact Sciences (IPVCE) in the province of Pinar del Rio. This selection was made using stratified
random sampling. The resulting allocation was as follows: five winners of knowledge competitions in

var ious subjects, 15 residents of the municipalities who boarded at the school, and the remaining

students who lived in the urban area on a day -boarding basis. This division corresponds to:

1 The creation of a scientific society as an extracurricular activity for the development of
communicative skills, emphasizing the construction of written and media texts.
9 The social and cultural context in which students develop outside the institution's teaching

process.

With the aim of guiding the diagnostic process, in accordance with the chosen scientific problem, the
dimensions and indicators were determined, coinciding with those proposed by Dominguez (2010)

for the stages of the written text construction process. In the planning stage , ideas a re generalized
and selected, preliminary outlines are developed, and decisions are made regarding discourse
organization, the characteristics of potential readers, and the communicative context. In the drafting
stage , the planned ideas are put into writing , the conceived thoughts are translated into linguistic
information, and a series of decisions are made regarding spelling, syntax and pragmatics, and

thematic progression. In the self-revision stage textualization results are improved towards the

detectio n and elimination of errors.
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RESULTS

Using empirical methods, the following results were obtained, considering the proposed dimensions

and indicators. In the application of the survey, for Dimension I: Planning , Indicator 1: Generalizing
and Selecting Ideas, 30 students were surveyed, represe nting 100% of the sample. Analysis of the
results showed that six students, 20% of the sample, are able to adopt new criteria and develop

their own, demonstrating generalization and selection of ideas for writing (they were rated as Good).

Eight students s howed difficulties with this indicator, representing 26.6%, as they are unable to
generalize and select the ideas necessary for adequate construction. These students were rated as

Fair and Poor. For Indicator 2: Determining Essential Ideas Addressed in the Text, a total of six
students, 20%, correctly answered that, upon understanding a text, they determine its essential

ideas, facilitating better mental organization of those ideas (they were rated as Good). The remaining

seven students (23.3%) indicated th at they sometimes identified the main idea (rated as Fair), while

the other 56.6% did not identify the main ideas in the text they understood (rated as Poor).

Regarding indicator 3: developing a preliminary plan for writing, eight students (26.6%) responde d
that they do develop a preliminary plan to facilitate writing (rated as Good), while 73.2% neither

develop nor are familiar with the types of preliminary plans available for writing. These latter

students were rated as Fair (16.6%), and the rest as Poor (56.6%).

As can be seen, the indicators that measure this dimension show low results, since the evaluated
responses of Good are below 30 %, reflecting that the students do not possess broad and deep
knowledge about the topic addressed; they do not determin e, in logical sequence, the essential ideas

in the text, and they do not use the prior plan for a correct algorithm in the construction.

Another diagnostic tool was a pedagogical test, which was administered to the sample group. This

test consisted of cons  tructing a text based on a given topic. Several ideas were presented, and the

students were asked to select one. The results for Dimension I Planning , under indicator 1, showed
that only seven students (23.3%) of the sample demonstrated mastery in general izing and selecting
ideas and possessed knowledge of the subject matter (Good). Nine students (30%) demonstrated

partial mastery (Fair), while 14 students (46.6%) did not demonstrate adequate generalization and

selection of ideas (Poor). Under indicator 2, only six students (20%) identified the essential ideas of

the text (Good), while seven students (23.3%) did not, to a limited extent (Fair). The remaining 17

students, 56.6% (Poor), do not consider the identification of essential ideas important. Indicato r3

showed that only nine students, 30%, correctly developed a preliminary plan (Good); six students,
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20% (Fair), partially developed one; and 15 students, 50% (Poor), did not consider it at all. This
dimension demonstrated that students have difficulty de termining the logical sequence and essential
ideas in the text, do not use the preliminary plan for a correct algorithm in the construction process,

and lack broad and in  -depth knowledge of the topic being addressed.

In the textualization dimension , indica tor 1, the proposed topic is familiar to everyone due to its
importance in our lives. However, difficulties were observed in adapting to the topic, as eight

students (26.6%) addressed the central idea (Good), while seven students (23.3%) only partially

add ressed the topic (Fair). Fifteen students (50%) did not address the topic at all (Poor). Regarding

the quality and sufficiency of ideas, indicator 2 of this dimension, seven students (23.3%)
demonstrated mastery of the proposed topic and showed good qualit y ideas, as well as sufficiency
in the message conveyed. Nine students (30%) partially expressed their opinions, with quality and
sufficiency. The remaining 46.6% did not demonstrate good quality and sufficiency, as their writing

was weak in ideas and they did not express their own opinions. In indicator 3, related to coherence

and cohesion, it was found that eight students (26.6%) achieved a connection and link between

words, sentences, and paragraphs; 10 students (33.3%) had difficulties and were therefor e rated as
satisfactory; the remaining 12 students (40%) did not meet the requirements. These results are

below the established parameters, which are rated as Good, Seven as Satisfactory, and Fifteen as

Poor.

Another instrument used was the review of students’ notebooks. The results showed that, in indicator

1, regarding the generalization and selection of ideas in the planning dimension , 10 students (33.3%)
showed no difficulties (Good); eight students (26.6%) were rated as Fair; and 12 students (40%)
were rated as Poor. In indicator 2, 11 students (36.6%) were rated as Good; nine (30%) as Fair;

and 10 (33.3%) as Poor, demonstrating that the students showed insufficient ability to identify

essential ideas when  constructing texts. In indicator 3, nine students (30%) showed difficulties, as

they did not develop prior plans for text construction; 11 students (36.6%) were rated as Fair; and

10 students (33.3%) were rated as Good. In this area, the results were found to be unsatisfactory,
as 30% of the students, when writing in their notebooks, displayed carelessness and inattention;

they did not focus on the requirements for good writing, but rather approached it as if it were just

another activity, without giving th e creative act the attention it deserves. This is mainly due to the
students' lack of motivation and disinterest, as well as insufficient follow -up to the diagnostic
assessment and the lack of differentiated instruction for students in the text constructio n process.
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The indicators of the textualization dimension also had difficulties:

In indicator 1: achieving adherence to the topic, nine students (30%) were rated as Good because

they demonstrated in their writing that the central idea is of vital importanc e and that the other
ideas must revolve around it, without supplanting or omitting it. Eleven students (36.6%) were rated

as Fair because they partially managed to adhere to the central topic in their writing. Ten students

(33.3%) were rated as Poor for no t paying attention to the topic.

In indicator 2: achieving quality and sufficiency of ideas, eight students (26.6%) were rated as Good,

as they demonstrated quality ideas in their written work and addressed the topic without difficulty.
Twelve students (40 %) were rated as Fair, as they demonstrated some difficulty in the quality and
sufficiency of their ideas. Ten students (33.3%) were rated as Poor, as they failed to demonstrate

quality and sufficiency in their writing.

In indicator 3: achieving textual co herence and cohesion, 10 students (33.3%) were rated as Good,
as they demonstrated coherence and cohesion in their writing, achieving connections between
sentences and paragraphs. 13 students (43.3%) were rated as Fair, demonstrating partial mastery

in app lying textual coherence and cohesion. 7 students (23.3%) were rated as Poor, as they failed

to connect ideas, sentences, and paragraphs.

Inthe self-revision dimension , it was found that nine students identified and corrected errors in their
writing, repre  senting 30% (Good); the remaining 33.3% did so partially (Fair), or not at all (Poor).
In the revision of their writing, only 10 students, representing 23.3%, met this indicator; the others

did not bother to produce a corrected version with the errors addr essed.

As can be seen, the dimensions that govern the process of text construction in the sampled students
present low levels of development, as verified by the application of the different diagnostic
instruments, with the greatest difficulties being the a djustment to the topic, coherence, textual

cohesion, the reworking of the writing plan, as well as the generation and selection of ideas.

The proposal was developed following the structure for a system of activities, where the components
or indicators illu  strated in the sheet show the connections necessary to fulfill the proposed purpose

(Figure 1).
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In this project, the students actively constructed the text, reflecting reality as it is represented in

their consciousness. Therefore, the students’

sensory perception is a complex process that allows

them to represent the world and construct it through text, imbuing it with feelings, attitudes,

understanding, and will. The use of media text, with the aid of mobile phones or other smart devices,

foster ed interaction and promoted environmental awareness.

One of the key elements of this system of activities was the socialization of text construction, where

collaboration among students in building, revising, and evaluating texts was emphasized. It was

essential to foster a sense of community and educate students in the socialization of appropriate

knowledge, which stimulates the development of social relationships as the driving force behind

change and social mobility.

ESTRUCTURA DEL SISTEMA DE ACTIVIDADES

— Diagnéstico

Orientaciones

Metodologicas

Principios Objetivos

Especificos ‘General

|

Sistema de actividades

Planificacion y
Organizacion
-Objetivo
-Contenidos

Ejecucién
-Método
-Medios

-Ejercicios

Control

\
[

Figure 1.

Structure of the activity

Evaluacion

system

The system of activities presented the following components:

General objective of the system of activities: to contribute to the development of the construction of

written media texts, based on the Environmental Education Program.
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Specific objective s of the activity system: to construct texts based on the message that each one of

them offers us and to construct texts in which an environmentalist culture is evident.

General methodological guidelines

The activity system is designed for extracurricular activities  ; each activity is led by the teacher, with
student performance being the primary focus. Each indicator to be measured in the research was

considered in the system's development, and a relationship exists between each activity to guide
students through the different stages of the text -writing process.  Environmental texts were selected

for the activities to support the Environmental Education program.

The first and second activities measure the indicators of the first dimension; the third through sixth
activities measure the indicators of the first and second dimensions; and the remaining activities
measure the indicators of all three dimensions. The activities will be evaluated individually and

collectively, taking into account the established parameters.

The following slide illustrates the systemic nature of the activities (Figure 2):

Figure 2.  Systemic nature of the activities
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