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ABSTRACT   
The teaching of English assumes today as 

objective the development of the 

communicative, interactive and 

intercultural compe tence.  Then,  the  real 

English use  is an essential component 

of  this objective.  This article  shows how 

the use of literature contributes to the 

development of  the learning process 

of  the real English  use in students of 

foreign languages at the University of  

Pinar del Río.  As theoretical methods  were 

used:  the dialectic, the historical, the 

logic, the systemic and  the  modeling;  as 

empirical methods  were used  the  class 

observation,  the  document analysis 

and  the  interview.  A strategy composed 

by a system of act ions  was 

proposed.  This  focuses  on the use of 

comprehensible literary texts and 

interactive tasks  for students to work  in 

and out of  the classroom.  The tasks 

draw  students `attention to the way 

writers use linguistic forms to express 

communicative function s and 

intentions.  The strategy 

was  implemented  during  two  years  with  t

he first and second 

year  English  students.  Satisfactory results 

were  obtained in terms of the learning of 

English, and likewise students were 

introduced in the field of literature as a 

m eans to widen their cultural background 

and strengthen moral values.  The strategy 

provided a positive impact in the students 

learning culture, particularly 

in  building  a psychology  for success, 

in  learning outside the classroom, and in 

their  attitude towar ds English as an 

instrument of real communication.          

Keywords:  learning; communication; 

English; literature; real use; culture. 

 

RESUMEN  

La enseñanza del inglés asume hoy como 

objetivo el desarrollo de la competencia 

comunicativa, interactiva e intercultural. 

El uso real del inglés es un componente 

esencial en dicho objetivo. Este artículo 

muestra cómo la literatura contribuye al 

desarrollo  del aprendizaje del uso real del 

inglés en estudiantes de la carrera de 

Lenguas Extranjeras en la Universidad de 

Pinar del Río. Se emplearon como métodos 

teóricos: el histórico, el lógico, la 

modelación, el análisis y la síntesis, la 

inducción y la deducc ión; como métodos 

empíricos: la observación a clase, la 

revisión documental y la entrevista; el 

criterio de experto como método para 
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valorar la factibilidad y validez de la 

estrategia propuesta y el pre experimento 

para evaluar su efectividad Se expone una  

estrategia compuesta por un sistema de 

acciones que focalizan la utilización de 

textos literarios comprensibles y el apoyo 

de tareas interactivas para que los 

estudiantes realicen dentro y fuera del 

aula. Se obtuvieron resultados 

satisfactorios en término s del objetivo del 

aprendizaje del inglés. Asimismo, la 

estrategia logró un impacto positivo en la 

cultura del aprendizaje de los estudiantes, 

particularmente en la psicología del éxito, 

el aprendizaje fuera del aula y la actitud 

acerca del inglés como ins trumento de 

comunicación real.  

Palabras clave: aprendizaje; 

comunicación; inglés; literatura; uso real; 

cultura. 

 

RESUMO  

O ensino do inglês hoje assume como seu 

objetivo o desenvolvimento da 

competência comunicativa, interativa e 

intercultural. O uso efetivo do inglês é um 

componente essencial deste objectivo. 

Este artigo mostra como a literatura 

contribui para o desenvolvim ento da 

aprendizagem do uso real do inglês nos 

estudantes da carreira de Línguas 

Estrangeiras na Universidade de Pinar del 

Río. Foram utilizados como métodos 

teóricos: histórico, lógico, modelagem, 

análise e síntese, indução e dedução; 

como métodos empíric os: observação em 

sala de aula, revisão de documentos e 

entrevista; critérios de especialistas como 

método para avaliar a viabilidade e valia 

da estratégia proposta e pré -

experimentação para avaliar a sua 

eficácia. É apresentada uma estratégia 

composta por  um sistema de ações que 

focalizam o emprego de textos literários 

compreensíveis e o apoio de tarefas 

interativas para que os alunos possam 

realizar dentro e fora da sala de aula. 

Foram obtidos resultados satisfatórios em 

termos do objectivo de aprender in glês. A 

estratégia também teve um impacto 

positivo na cultura de aprendizagem dos 

alunos, particularmente na psicologia do 

sucesso, na aprendizagem fora da sala de 

aula e nas atitudes em relação ao inglês 

como uma verdadeira ferramenta de 

comunicação.  

Pal avras - chave:  aprendizagem; 

comunicação; inglês; literatura; uso real; 

cultura.  

________________________________ _

  

INTRODUCTION   

The command of the English language is 

a growing  need  worldwide due to the 

possibilities it offers for international 

communi cation.  In Cuba, particularly, it is 

part of the education of the  new 

generations, while it satisfies the needs of 

people who will use English as an 

instrument of communication for 

professional, cultural and social 

reasons.  Consequently, the training of 

te achers of the English language is a 

priority in Cuban 

universities.  The  professors of the English 

training should  achieve the development 

of communicative competence, which 

includes today's interactive and 

intercultural skills, according to  Acosta 

Pérez, &  Vasconcellos,  (2016).  

In  the  career of Foreign Languages  of 

the  University of Pinar del Río "Hermanos 

Saiz  Montes de Oca"  a research project 

called "Creating a new culture 

develops   language learning"  , aimed  at 

promoting a change  in the conception of 

th e teaching and  learning 

Tongue  as foreign  professors and 

students.  According to  Acosta Padrón & 
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Moisés  Gómez  (2017), one of 

the  dimensions of the new culture of 

learning  languages is  the actual use of 

English.  As part of this project, the work 

with the lit erary text is proposed to 

contribute to the process of learning the 

real use of English  in students of  the 

discipline of  Integral practice of the 

English Language (PILI).  

Obviously, communicative, interactive and 

intercultural competence implies the 

acqui sition of real use of English to 

understand and produce  oral and written 

speech efficiently.  If we Consider the 

opinion of  Acosta Padrón & Moisés 

Gómez  (2017),  this issue has not yet been 

solved  ,  because there is no culture of the 

English learning that en compasses all the 

dimensions  that influence this process, 

including:  the believes students  and 

teachers   have about language and 

language learning,  the rational use of 

technology, connectivity with the world 

and 

with  himself,  the  learning  meaningful,  tho

ug htful  , friendly and socializing  (Acosta 

Padrón & Alfonso Hernández, 

2015),  learning outside the 

classroom  (Acosta Padrón & García 

Escobio, 2015),  the general culture of the 

student, the psychology of 

success  (Acosta Padrón & García Escobio, 

2017)  and lear ning the actual use of 

English.  It is in the last sense that this 

article offers a proposal for the use of 

literature as a pedagogical resource for 

learning the real use of English,  in 

the  Foreign Languages Career  of the 

University of Pinar del Río.  

In th e definition of communicative 

competence offered by  Ellis (1995),  the 

use of language is clearly expressed in the 

pragmatic dimension when it states: "The 

communicative competence includes the 

knowledge that the speaker - listener has of 

what constitutes bot h linguistic behavior 

appropriate as correct, and also of what 

constitutes efficient linguistic behavior in 

relation to particular communicative 

objectives.  That is, it includes 

both,  linguistic knowledge and pragmatic 

knowledge.  The communicative action 

consists in the real use of these two types 

of knowledge in the understanding  and 

production of discourse".  (p.  13)  

However, it is worth considering the 

distinction is  established by  Widdowson 

(1978) as cited 

in  Acosta  & Vasconcellos,  (2017)  between 

the us e of the language referring to the 

function of the word, phrase or other 

element, as part of a communication 

system (Use)  and the  function of that 

element within the linguistic system 

(Usage).  With regard to use, the author 

does not refer to the actual use  of the 

language, but does not exclude it.  

For its part, the actual use of the English 

language is defined by  Hoge  (2019)  as the 

English native speakers actually use with 

their friends, their family  res workers and 

colleagues.  To say Hoge, the common 

ever yday English  the  used  constantly, 

daily.  It includes daily communication 

phrases as slang,  expressions  language, 

cultural references, filler words, natural 

rhythm of English, jokes, double meanings 

and  many others.  It refers to  English that 

is rarely found  in textbooks, which have 

been designed for language learning.  

However, the actual use of the English 

language, as a young topic at last, has 

been the subject of research by 

some  authors, including  Hoge  (2019)  , 

with a whole conception of real use of 

English that directly impacts everyone the 

didactic components  In this sense, 

only  the  investigations of  Acosta Padrón & 

Moisés 

Gómez  (2017),  Acosta  & Vasconcellos 

(2017)  and  Acosta & 

Vigil  (2019)  are  registered  in Cuba.  These 

authors have put their ideas into 
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practice  through their book:  Learn Real 

English Use!  , used in the  Integral English 

Language  Practice  discipline  and  in 

experimental courses in Pinar del Río.    

In another order of things, literature has 

been broadly defined in various 

ways.  However, for the purposes of this 

article, the definition offered 

by  Lazar  (1993) is used,  "Literature 

are  those novels, short stories, works and 

fiction poems that convey their messages, 

paying considerable attention to the rich 

and multiple language in its strata ."  (p.3)  

In this same sense, although literature is 

as old as society itself, its history as a 

pedagogical resource is relatively 

young.   However, there is a wide range of 

research related to the subject, some 

aimed at the development of literary 

competen ce and others aimed at language 

learning.  No research is recorded that 

establishes relationships between 

literature and  learning the actual use of 

English.  

On the other hand, the research carried 

out on the use of literature in favor of 

learning English u ses the language -  based 

approach, while literature aimed 

at  literary  competence  uses  content -  base

d and  personal enrichment 

approaches.  For the purposes of this 

research,  the language -  based approach is 

of interest as  long as it does not aspire to 

achieve  literary competence, even if  it 

benefits.  As noted  Lazar  (1993), "If we 

use literature as a  resource, then we 

should not teach   literary competition, but 

it  is possible that students begin to acquire 

through their interaction with literary 

texts".  (P.14)  

  

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS   

From the observation in  classes, the oral 

interview  and the review of documents, 

the process of teaching English from the 

culture of learning was characterized , with 

emphasis on the actual use of English and 

the use of literature as a resource for 

development of the object 

competition.  From this diagnosis, a 

strategy proposal with methodological 

actions was developed to put into practice 

the use of literature as  a resource for 

learning the real use of English,  in the 

training of English teachers.  

The research  developed was mixed, using 

quantitative and qualitative approaches, 

with participatory action research.  The 

selected sample consisted of three 

professors t hat make up the 

P ILI  discipline  and  60 students from the 

first and second years  of the  Foreign 

Languages career.  Is  assumed  the 

dialectical method  materialistic as 

a general method  and based on this  is the 

theoretical methods used: 

the  history,  the  logica l modeling, analysis 

and synthesis, induction, deduction  and  as 

empirical methods  were used: the 

documentary 

analysis,  class  observation  and  oral  interv

iew  with  students and teachers.  

The expert criterion  was used  as a method 

to assess the feasibility and  validity of the 

proposed strategy  and the  pre -

experiment to 

evaluate  its  effectiveness.  Also,  a group 

interview to students  and teachers 

to  gather information about literature as 

a resource for  learning the actual use of 

English  from the discipline  PILI w as 

used.  For information processing, 

descriptive statistics techniques were used 

to interpret and present the information 

through tables and graphs.  




